
Cooperative Center FCU Maintains A South Berkeley Presence 

Opening Second Location in Historic Downtown Martinez 

 

Berkeley, CA: Cooperative Center FCU today announced the purchase of the former Union 

Bank building located at 634 Ferry St., Martinez, CA 94553. This new location will serve as the 

credit union’s Loan Center and Headquarters.  

 

This news comes in the wake of the credit union’s sale of its 2001 Ashby Ave, Berkeley location 

to Resources for Community Development. After carefully considering a broad mix of proposals 

from both the for-profit and non-profit sectors, the decision to sell the 2001 property came down 

to which proposal would best contribute to combatting the area housing crisis. The sale to RCD 

will: 

 

• Provide 80+ units of 100% affordable housing 

• Help stave off the gentrification and displacement of communities of color in South 

Berkeley 

• Honor the contributions of the credit union’s former employee, Board Member/Chair and 

City of Berkeley Councilperson Maudelle Shirek, affectionately referred to as the 

conscience of the Berkeley City Council 

 

“After careful consideration and a review of our current membership migration patterns; North 

along Interstate 80 and East along Highway 4, the Martinez property offered a good mid-way 

point to relocate our Headquarters and establish our centralized lending center,” says Fadhila 

Holman, President/CEO Cooperative Center FCU. “Like Berkeley, Martinez has a rich history of 

community engagement and support. We believe this new location fits well with the credit 

union’s equally rich tradition of providing fair, affordable and socially responsible banking 

services, as well as our ongoing commitment to honoring our Community Development Credit 

Union designation.”  

 

Holman went on to say “The credit union looks forward to contributing to the emerging vibrancy 

in downtown Martinez.” 

 

Visit www.coopfcu.org to learn more about the timeline for the opening of the new Berkeley 

Branch location at 3015 San Pablo Ave, Berkeley CA and the new Loan Center and 

Headquarters at 634 Ferry Street, Martinez CA. 

 

About Cooperative Center FCU: Certified as a Community Development Financial Institution 

and designated as Minority Depository Institution. For additional information on the credit 

union’s history and commitment to social and economic justice initiatives please see the About 

Us section on www.coopfcu.org 

 

Contacts:  Fadhila Holman, President and CEO  FHolman@coopfcu.org   

Linda Meza, AVP/Marketing & Business Development  LMeza@coopfcu.org 

Cooperative Center FCU 

510.845.6428 
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